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Congressman recognizes Peace Corps volunteers

Rep. Sam Farr. D-Carmel, who served in the Peace Corps in Medellin, Colombia, from 1964-66, honored
the organization's 50th anniversary Tuesday. He also introduced a bipartisan bill to establish a
commemorative work in the District of Colombia to recognize the founding of the Peace Corps, and
honored Central Coast volunteers serving around the world.

In his remarks, Farr highlighted the service of three Peace Corps volunteers from his district. Gabe
Lahue, of Aptos, is serving in Paraguay and working with community members on rural agriculture.
Marina's Ashley Burke is teaching English at an orphanage in Rwanda. James Staples of Pacific Grove
is working on sustainable rural tourism in Guatemala. Currently, 25 volunteers from the region are
serving in developing countries.

"Today we honor the nearly quarter-million Peace Corps volunteers who have served America in the
name of peace," Farr said. "Over the past 50 years, through war and conflict, the Peace Corps has
shown the world a hopeful, uplifting side of America that reflects our fundamental ideals of peace,
service, and grassroots development."

President Barack Obama issued a proclamation recognizing the Peace Corps as "an enduring symbol
of our nation's commitment to encouraging progress, creating opportunity, and fostering mutual respect
and understanding throughout the world."

To view the congressman's full remarks on the House

Floor, visit

www.youtube.com/user/CongressmanSamFarr.

SALINAS

Agriculture field day planned for Saturday

The Agriculture and Land-Based Training Association presents a field day workshop on succession
planting, designed especially for small farmers, 2-4 p.m. Saturday, at ALBA's Rural Development
Center, 1700 Old Stage Road near Salinas.

The bilingual English/Spanish workshop will cover how to plan for succession planting. Participants will
hear from an experienced farmer on how to benefit by producing consistent harvests to maintain
successful sales and inventory. There will be a short in-field discussion, followed by transplanting in the
ALBA demonstration garden. There is no cost to attend.
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For reservations and information, contact Nathan Harkleroad, at 805-234-0546 or
nathan@albafarmers.org

SANTA CRUZ

UCSC graduate programs in game design make top 10 list

UC Santa Cruz's graduate programs in game design were named among the top 10 in the nation by the
Princeton Review and GamePro Media. The campus' computer science doctorate and master's
programs, along with its master's program in digital arts and new media, earned the school a seventh-
place ranking on the survey. This is the first year the Princeton Review, an education services company,
has ranked graduate programs in game design.

UCSC is one of only two schools on the West Coast, and the only one in Northern California, to make
the Princeton Review/GamePro top 10. Schools were chosen based on a survey conducted in the 2010-
2011 academic year of 150 institutions offering computer game design coursework or degrees in the
U.S. and Canada. There are currently 22 doctorate students, three master's students, and seven
master's students studying games at UCSC.

UC Santa Cruz also offers an undergraduate degree in computer game design. For more information on
the game design programs at UC Santa Cruz, visit games.soe.ucsc.edu.

SANTA CRUZ

Rhythms of Life' family concert planned

The Santa Cruz County Symphony will present "Rhythms of Life" at 2 p.m. Sunday at the Santa Cruz
Civic Auditorium.

The family concert will feature Bernstein's "Overture to Candide," Peck's "The Thrill of the Orchestra,"
Elizondo's "Estampas Mexicanas," Saint-Saens' "Bacchanale from Samson and Delilah'" and Sousa's
"Washington Post March."

The concert will also feature dancers from the Santa Cruz Ballet Theatre and musical entertainment duo
ZunZun will perform.

The performance marks the culmination of this season's Youth &amp; Education Program and will
conclude with "Meet the Instruments," an on-stage opportunity for children to talk to orchestra members
and even try to play instruments.

For more information and tickets, visit santacruzsymphony.org or call 420-5260.

SANTA CRUZ

Laird's Academy of Martial Arts marks eighth anniversary

Laird's Academy of Martial Arts will host a day of service and celebration in honor of its eighth
anniversary March 12.

The private event will begin at the visitors center at Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park at 11 a.m. with
a litter cleanup project, and end with a barbecue in the picnic area at 1:30 p.m.

Twenty to 30 students and their families are expected to attend in addition to some students from other
martial arts schools in the area.

In addition to self-defense, students at the academy develop important life skills, like self-confidence,
respect, patience and humility.

For more information, contact Mike Laird at 459-8901 or e-mail mike@lairdsacademy.com.
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