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A TOKEN OF APPRECIATION: At Everyone’s Harvest farmers markets, shoppers can swipe their EBT cards for wooden
dollars with which they can buy fresh produce.
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Crunchy Credit

Farmers markets grow with electronic food stamps.
By Nic Coury (/search?q=%22Nic Coury%22)

Everyone’s Harvest takes its name seriously: Since the Marina-based nonprofit began running local farmers markets, it
has allowed low-income people to use electronic benefit transfer cards (EBTs) – the modern version of federal food
stamps – at its markets in Pacific Grove, Marina and Greenfield.

They’re not the only ones. Of 17 markets in Monterey County, six accept EBT or are working to provide it soon. The rest
of the markets, except the Old Monterey marketplace on Alvarado Street, accept food coupons provided by the Women,
Infants and Children (WIC) program. Any market interested in using EBT must register with federal – and state-level
agencies, which takes six weeks to complete.

The Salinas-based Agriculture and Land-Based Training Association (ALBA), which provides education and business
opportunities for farm workers, acts as a liaison for local markets looking to implement EBT.

OF 17 MARKETS IN MONTEREY COUNTY, SIX OFFER EBT.

“We recognized the great opportunity to work with markets in an area that have a lot of low-income people ” says Gary
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It’s available to more people, it can be used for more products, and its electronic format makes it easier to track. But
Aliotti doubts the system would be feasible for his larger markets.

“When you don’t have a definite answer from the people who are putting the program on, you let someone else do it first
and try it out,” he says. “It is hard enough having six markets, let alone using wooden nickels and debit cards.”

As an incentive for more EBT users to shop at farmers markets, ALBA is offering any person who spends $10 or more
on tokens an extra $5 for fruits and vegetables at participating Monterey County markets in Marina, Pacific Grove,
Soledad, Greenfield, King City, and at Salinas’ Natividad Medical Center.

Find your nearest farmers market and check its EBT status at http://www.tinyurl.com/montereymarkets
(http://www.tinyurl.com/montereymarkets)

Guest 
These folks at ALBA do a great job, kudos to them. 
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Crunchy Credit (http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2010/2010-Jul-08/farmers-markets-
grow-with-electronic-food-stamps/) : Farmers markets grow with electronic food stamps.
Just Krilling Time (http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2010/2010-Jul-08/gray-whales-
are-lingering-past-season-in-monterey-bay/) : Gray whales are lingering past season in Monterey Bay.
Fostering Help (http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2010/2010-Jul-08/new-legislation-
aims-to-shelter-youths-facing-difficult-circumstances/) : New legislation aims to shelter youths facing
difficult circumstances.
Salinas Explores China Connection (http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2010/2010-
Jul-08/mayor-says-asian-capital-may-help-local-businesses/) : Mayor says Asian capital may help local
businesses.
Get Involved (http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2010/2010-Jul-08/public-citizen/) :
Public Citizen
Monterey Beach Closed (http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2010/2010-Jul-08/sewage-
spill-of-as-much-as-70000-gallons-closes-monterey-municipal-beach/) : Sewage spill of as much as
70,000 gallons closes Monterey Municipal Beach.
Borderline Debate (http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2010/2010-Jul-08/local-attorney-
hopes-immigration-reform-brings-relief/) : Local attorney hopes immigration reform brings relief.
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