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Monterey Bay's economy can grow if industries 
realize all the opportunities for collaboration, Rep. 
Sam Farr told government and business leaders 
Monday in Marina. 

There are significant opportunities for cooperative 
ventures in such areas as agriculture, ocean 
research and defense, Farr said at the Association of 
Monterey Bay Area Governments' "Envisioning the 
Monterey Bay Area 2035 Regional Blueprint." The 
event was sponsored by the Marina Technology 
Cluster. 

Farr, D-Carmel, said he gathered leaders of local 
defense agencies a few years ago, and the people 
didn't realize what all the other groups did. He then 
formed Team Monterey, a group of 10 agencies that 
looks at ways to cooperate. 

That idea can be expanded to other fields, Farr told 
a group of about 20. The Monterey Bay area, he 
said, "is a center of excellence in marine science. 
The brainpower for the ocean lives here." 

Agriculture is a nearly $4billion industry in 
Monterey County, Farr said, predicting that research 
into food and health will be "huge." 

Farr said he would like to see "a census of what we 

 have." 

"I'm just the dreamer. You're the doers," he said. 

Susan Barich, executive director of the Technology 
Cluster, said an application is pending with the 
Small Business Administration for $600,000 to work 
on regional business development. 

There's also an application pending with the 
governor's Office of Economic Development to d
esignate the Salinas Valley an innovation hub. 

There 

is no money involved in the designation, but it 
could gain recognition for the area and might help 
if grants become available, Taylor-Silva said. 

Among the backers of the application are the 
University of California, CSU Monterey Bay, Hartnell 
College, the city of Salinas, Monterey County, the 
Salinas Valley Chamber of Commerce, Small Business 
Development Center, CHISPA affordable housing 
agency and the Agriculture and Land-Based 
Training Association. 

Lane Wallace can be reached at 646-4478 or  
mhbusiness@montereyherald.com.
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